Sir: RNA has been recovered from brains with post mortem delays of up to 16 hours with sufficient integrity to direct the in vitro synthesis of proteins.1 Thus techniques based on molecular hybridisation could also be used to quantify RNA recovery with the following advantages; they can detect lower abundance messenger RNA species than in vitro translation, the same samples can be rehybridised with several probes and it is not necessary that the RNA be intact to be detected, since fragments of a partially degraded molecule are still able to bind probes. We describe below the recovery and measurement by molecular hybridisation of ribosomal RNA and poly A containing messenger RNA from four cases of Alzheimer's disease and four neurologically normal control cases.
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